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FOREWORD by Shannon Dycus

The things that I have been through in my life are really unbelievable. If you were to experience
the things I have you would think, ‘There is no way he could have survived those things he went
through.” But I did!

It all started when I was eleven years old, and I really didn’t know the difference between right
and wrong. Everything that my father did to me I was led to believe it was out of love. And the
‘beatings I suffered from my step-mother were brutal and malicious. Words cannot express the
totality of the abuse I endured as a child.

I would be sent to bed with bruises and head injuries regularly. My stepmother would stomp me
in the chest and kick me repeatedly in the face until I was seeing things. My face would swell up
and my eyes would literally close. But I would rather have taken the beatings than the other
abuse that was bound to happen nightly. I would always stay up hoping and praying that 7¢
wouldn’t happen tonight,” but right on time as soon as my step mom was a sleep, my biological
father would come into my room smiling and talking sweet things that any child my age would
believe — however it was always something behind the facade. My father did things to me that
an eleven year old should not even know about. This little “play time, ” as he called it, would be
fast in time but very slow in my mind. When he was done defiling me, he would always tell me
that he was only doing it because he loved me — that it was what fathers were supposed to do
with their sons.

After he would leave, I always thought it was over, but as soon as the sun would rise the trouble
would rise with it. My stepmother would come in and wake me up, and I knew that it was the
sign of trouble. The fear I had of my stepmother made me so scared that I didn’t want to eat; I
didn’t want to come out of my room; I just wanted to be invisible to her. I tried to do things that I
thought would keep her mind off of me, but it just seemed like every time I turned around she
was beating me with whatever she could get her hands on. And my father, who claimed that he
loved me so much, didn’t do anything. Every now and then he would tell her, “You should stop
because he has to go to school.”

But at night the abuse kept coming and during the day the beatings kept happening.

It really got bad when I was 13 years old. One night my father entered my bedroom with a look
of death. His murderous eyes said that he was about to kill me. And it began this time with force.
And the only thing that went through my mind was why? Does he love me? This is my fault
because I was bad today! When he finished doing the unthinkable, he grabbed me by my arms
and told me that if I ever told anyone, “he would kill me!”” And I believed that he meant every
word of it. Unexpectedly, right before he left, he said, “I love you Shannon with all my heart.”
So I fell for it.

As things were getting worst with my father, the beatings were getting much more horrible —
more than any normal child could handle. My stepmother started hitting me with dangerous
things such as 2 pound marble eggs, broom handles, shoes — anything that she thought would
hurt worse than the time before. She always told me that no one cared for a stupid ass boy who
can’t talk right — referring to the speech impediment I’ve had for my entire life.






