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Founder’s Message

One day, I was asked by another inmate: What is your purpose in life? My answer was simple and plain
—to be a blessing — to be a blessing to my family, my friends and my foes. I’'m here to be a blessing to the
world. One of the easiest things I can do to be a blessing to them is to make them happy.

Be unselfish. Be unselfish with your time. Be unselfish with your education. Be unselfish with your hard
earned lessons. Share your wisdom and your good judgment. Share as much as you can about you so that
abused children won’t have to learn the hard way. Every time I conduct a seminar, I tell the inmates about my
experiences as a 22 year old growing up in a maximum security penitentiary. I tell them about the harrowing
tales of death and deceit — the countless number of people I've seen get rapped and killed. Usually, there’s
always someone who will come up to me for advice. Share your experiences. There are a lot of children who
can benefit from hearing what you’ve been through. It makes them think.

Sharing your experiences with children is like sowing seeds that you trust will bud and then spread to
benefit others. What you say to them can be influential. Shannon Dycus’ story is just one in a million. What he
survived is clear evidence that anyone can rise above child abuse. We all have been blessed to be a blessing. No
matter who you are and where you are in your life, remember this: someone can always benefit from what
you’ve been through.

Share and allow others to learn from your experiences. And always believe in you.

When you have the right attitude failure is not an option. Positive thinking means you refuse to be
rejected. You are unyielding and uncompromising in a constructive way. You are still willing to learn, you take
heed to wisdom. You are always seeking to acquire knowledge, always striving to put an end to child abuse.
You’re determined, decided and driven.

Think about this: Never receive advice from nonproductive people. Never discuss your problems with
someone incapable of contributing to the solution, because those who never succeed themselves are always first
to tell you how. Not everyone has a right to speak into your life. You are certain to get the worst of the bargain
when you confide into the wrong people.

The urgent challenge for each of us and for our nation is to prevent child abuse and sexual victimization.
This is a comprehensive plan how we can step up and take action and help our children.

Step by step, we can and will make a difference. Today. Tomorrow. Together.

Yours for the cause of Love and Peace,

Cedric Dean
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